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President’s Page
Dear Fellow Devotees,
On behalf of the Hindu Temple team, we wish you and your family a very happy, healthy and
prosperous 2015. It has been our privilege and honor to serve the Hindu Temple and its devotees. With the grace of God Almighty and dedication of two priests all the religious, spiritual,
educational, and cultural activities of our temple are running smoothly.
With the support of countless volunteers, our temple continues to serve our devotee community.
We would like to express our sincere appreciation and gratitude to the volunteers for their dedications and guidance in managing the routine affairs of our temple and in providing a vision for
future growth. Looking back at the journey from the time of inception in 1998, to reaching a
Construction milestone for the New Temple in 2014, to today, we can see that generous contribution and selfless service of our devotees has resulted in a solid foundation for the stability and
growth of our temple.
The temple continues to provide opportunities for our children to discover Hindu culture and its
traditions to develop pride in their Hindu identity. Our continued growth bears the testimony of
your devotion and support. We are looking forward to an increase in active community participation as we get ready to move into our beautiful New Temple at 7201 S. Potomac Street, Centennial. Your involvement and hard work has been the hallmark to the current temple’s success
and we are counting on your service and financial support to make this new Temple facility a
roaring success as well. .
Visiting the site is encouraged so that you can see this religious monument come to its completion. As you enter the Prayer Hall you will witness the grandeur and appreciate that everyone’s
hard earned money has been utilized for a very noble venture. You will be overwhelmed with
joy and realize that your patience and sacrifice has been worthwhile. It is our dream-come true.
The coming generations will salute you and applaud your accomplishments, and we all will
raise our heads with pride.
NEW HINDU TEMPLE UPDATE:
I am excited to report that we started the construction of New Hindu Temple in March, 2014
and it has progressed at a very fast pace. The weather delays and some last minute city approval
formalities are being accomplished now. Construction of the main floor has been complete. Architects and construction contractors are working very hard to get the certificate of occupancy
with full use of the building including the basement. We hope to have a great grand opening in
mid-April 2015, if not earlier.
It is our honor to announce that we are expecting the arrival of new Deities in Denver from India by end of March, 2015. Deity installation will be done at the time of the Grand opening.
Financial:
Extensive Fund raising efforts in 2014 has paid off very well.
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We were able to raise the following breakdown of our donations in 2014 for the new and old
temple and beyond our expectation of pledges.
New Temple donations: $ 450,000.00
Old Temple donations: $ 198,000.00
Some devotees have come forward and given us money in the form of CD’s and loans worth
$545,000.00 (interest free) to meet our goals to fulfill loan requirements as well as change orders to complete the construction project of the new temple.
We sincerely appreciate the continued support of many devotees and well-wishers for their financial contributions. Day to day temple operations requires consistent monthly financial inflows and our mortgage commitment for the new temple this year will require annual pledges.
My sincere request to all our devotees is to fill out a pledge form so that temple’s expenses are
covered with your financial generosity. We also wish to ask more devotee families to be part of
the annual financial contribution pledge process to support future growth and expansion efforts.
There have been ongoing efforts in seeking pledges for the next 5years.
The goal is to raise $200,000 in pledges per year. As of date, we have 100k in yearly pledges.
Beyond its overwhelming architectural beauty, The New Hindu Temple of Colorado is a great
achievement and an asset of Hindu community.
We consider it our honor and privilege to accept this trust you have put in us and to work diligently to meet the religious, spiritual, cultural, educational and social needs of our community.
AN APPEAL:
As we have reached the fulfillment of our dream of having a New Hindu Temple, your continuous support has been our inspiration and encouragement. This is YOUR Temple and we are
counting on your faith and generosity. Please become part of History.
You can donate in many ways. You can sponsor or donate for:
* Domes/Shikers to represent the community that can be added to the construction plan from
alternates.
* One or more Deity of your choice.
* Any facility inside or outside of the Temple.
* By buying Bricks in name of living members of your family or in the memory of your dear
ones, who may not be with you anymore?
Details of the donation/ sponsorship of Bricks, Deities, Facilities etc. is available from trustees,
Acharya ji, Pandit ji, at the current temple site and also on the HTCC website.
You will be recognized for your donations. Please donate generously. We assure you that God
will reward you in many ways. Health, Wealth and Happiness are abundant in His control.
Thank you for your interest in the New Temple project. On behalf of HTCC, I once again congratulate you all for completion of final phase of construction of new Hindu Temple and thank
you all for continued support.
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Your contribution in the new temple project has been paramount to the success of completion of
the new temple this year. The need, dear devotees is dire. The importance cannot be stressed
enough. Our current temple has grown tremendously due to the tireless contribution of hundreds of selfless volunteers and with your continued financial support.
We are streamlining our policies and procedures. Please do contact us at HTCC@comcast.net
with any suggestions and anyways to improve our temple.
Thank you very much for your continued support of Temple. Let us start this year with an auspicious beginning.
Sincerely, Reva Nayar, President

Celebrations at Temple – Madhur Mahajan
Shri Rama Navami Celebration (March 28 and 29, 2015)
We invite you to join us in our annual celebration of Shri Rama Navami on March 28 and 29; the program will
begin on Saturday (March 28) at 10 AM with the Akhand Paath (continuous recital) of Sri Rama Charit Maanas
and conclude on the next day (Sunday, March 29) at 11 AM, followed by Bhajans and Sri Rama’s birthday celebrations. If you would like to read the Ramayana or participate in the Bhajan program, please contact Dr. Manohar
Arora at 303-568-0746 or 720-877-1047 (mobile). Shri Rama Navami celebration started at the Hindu Temple 19
years ago, first organized by Dr. Manohar Arora. Since then, Dr. Arora has been playing a key role in this event;
we send our sincere appreciation to the Arora family. Another heart-felt gratitude goes to the best acclaimed restaurant of Colorado, The India’s. The India’s restaurant has been providing heavenly lunch Prasad for more than
16 years. More than 500 people have been attending this event, and each time there is a plenty of mouth-watering
food for the devotees. We truly appreciate The India’s continued support and generosity.
Recent Celebrations at HTCC
Several major holidays were celebrated in the months of January and February. The New Year celebration started
with Ganapati Pooja, once again Ram Vaithianathan and family sponsored the pooja. On first Sunday of the year
(January 3rd) the Nava Graha pooja was performed, sponsored by Reva and Inder Nayar. Both events have become
a great tradition at the Hindu Temple.
Maha Shiv Ratri was celebrated on February 17, Tuesday; several poojas and archanas to Lord Shiva were performed during the day and in the evening. Maha Rudra Ashtaadhyaay was recited from 10 PM till midnight.
Thanks to all the sponsors, participants and volunteers who support the Hindu Temple and make each event successful and memorable.

Shiva Ratri Mantra Chanting
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Lord Krishna, my favorite God
Krishna Shenoy, 13Years, Campus Middle School
Lord Krishna is the 8th avatar of Lord Vishnu, one of the three main Gods of Hinduism.
Krishna is my favorite God because he always upholds righteousness and is the embodiment of
love and happiness. Krishna plays a major role in the “Mahabharata” which is the longest
known epic poem in the world. In Mahabharata, he helped destroy the evil Kauravas while acting as a charioteer for Arjuna in the Mahabharata war.
Krishna fights and destroys evil throughout his avatar. For example, as a child, he vanquishes
his uncle Kamsa who was a tyrant. His uncle put Krishna’s mother, Devaki, and father,
Vasudeva, in a prison cell. During his childhood, Lord Krishna was very naughty stealing butter
from villagers in Gokul. Through his naughtiness, he showered divine love on his foster mother
Yashoda and the village people. He is also the protector of cows, one of the most sacred animals in Hinduism.
During the Mahabharata war, Krishna helps the Pandavas to defeat the physically superior army
of their greedy and evil cousins, the Kauravas. Krishna served as a charioteer for Arjuna, a Pandava warrior who was his friend and devotee, and rode into war. The conversations between
Krishna and Arjuna at the onset of war constitutes the Hindu holy book, the Bhagavad Gita. By
being a charioteer for his devotee and friend Arjuna, Krishna shows that God will go to any
length to protect his devotees
Krishna is an embodiment of love and joy. Praying to Lord Krishna destroys pain and negativity. This is symbolized through Krishna’s flute that he plays to bring forth divine joy. Lord
Krishna has a big impact on the Hindu religion. He shows that while upholding Dharma, God
will go to any extent to protect his true devotee.
******************************************

Hindu Temple Contact Numbers
8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, CO 80128
Hindu Temple Office
303-948-9693
email: htcc@hindutempleofcolorado.org
Website: www.hindutempleofcolorado.org
Acharya ji Kailash Chandra Upadhyay
Pandit ji Raghavendra Iyyer
Reva Nayar (President)
C. P. Mishra (Temple Operations)
Satish Kumar Agarwal (Treasurer)
Prabhakara Rao (Mandir Vani Editor)
Madhu Mahajan (Website)
Mita Mukherjee (Secretary)
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Hinduism through the eyes of an ABCD
by Surya Verma
Hinduism has taken a little bit of a different meaning for me as an ABCD (American Born Confused Desi). Hinduism is the third largest religion in the world with followers from every part of
the globe. I myself was brought up in one such Hindu family here in the United States. To me
Hinduism is a very complex religion with a pantheon of god and goddesses, rituals, and beliefs
that change a little bit from one place to another and from one generation to the next. But Hinduism has precious lessons that steers many ABCDs like me in the right direction.
When I think of Hinduism I think of my origins. One of the most distinctive memories I have is
of the priest performing prayers in my home. Without a doubt the biggest aspect of Hinduism is
maintaining peace; this is exemplified in the hymn “aum shanti namaha.” It was when the
sound “AUM” first resonated at the beginning of universe; the sound of the absolute. That same
mantra is chanted during meditation. By chanting “AUM” it gives me a sense of peace and harmony that vibrates all the way to my soul.
Karma and Dharma are the most important features that impact my life. What does karma
mean? Karma means whatever I do will come back and affect me; you sow what you reap.
Therefore I only do well for others so that good things will happen to me. What does dharma
mean? Dharma means the duties that one has towards self, others and society at large. It is my
dharma to study hard and complete my education.
As an ABCD living amongst people with so many different backgrounds and cultures becomes
very confusing with what to believe versus what not to. As a Hindu I believe that god is within
all of us therefore no matter what the differences we have we should always respect and bow to
the divinity within each other.
One of the questions I had to ask myself was how many of my friends actually practice Hinduism? The answer: very few to none. Why? Simply because ABCD’s parents after moving out of
India were not able to instill the same cultural values the parents had growing up. It is great to
assimilate with the culture you move into, but it’s of great importance to know where your roots
belong too, in order to have a global view of the world. To me religion is very important because it let me have certain set of beliefs, which helps me to keep moving forward along a righteous path in my life. Hinduism gives me the parameters I need to decide whether a decision is
right or wrong, has always shown me the path to inner peace at the most critical times of my
life.
I am not stating that it is necessary to practice all the Hindu rituals, but I do believe that religion
has the great power to bring peace and structure to our lives. Hinduism is one religion that
teaches invaluable lessons to help an ABCD have positive karma and dharma. Hinduism gives
me lessons, planning, and a belief that my destiny will lead me in the right direction. I want to
call out to all ABCDs and their parents to please stay connected with their culture and heritage
so that the invaluable teachings of Hinduism are not lost in history. Our great religion and heritage can guide many people’s lives’ like me towards a more prosperous future.
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Treasurer’s Report (Jan to Dec 2014) - Satish Kumar, Treasurer
Month
Jan
Feb
Mar
Apr
May
June
July
Aug
Sep
Oct
Nov
Dec
Total

Income
18,562.59
19,826.41
14,673.37
17,517.08
7,189.08
16,396.09
15,658.75
22,653.12
22,837.08
15,524.72
12,030.07
15,219.09

Expense
15,645.43
13,341.20
19,628.49
16,119.64
14,956.74
12,215.97
18,957.86
13,076.46
20,601.02
14,470.07
15,820.30
14,033.52

Major Celebrations
New Year Ganesha Puja
Maha Shivaratri
Sri Rama Navami

Krishna Janmastami
Ganesh Chaturthi

$ 198,087.45 $ 188,868.70
**************************************
ANOTHER DIMENSION
by Roshmi Bhaumik
A sheet of paper is more powerful than it looks
We can draw on it a voluminous sphere or cube
Capable of imagining with added dimensions
Depicting on a medium the varied projections
Just as a cube casts on the ground, a distinct shadow
A square or rhombus, based on the direction of glow
Thus changes our form with the passage of time
Taking the shape of body, the conscious sublime
Years ago born to the world, a helpless baby
Now an adult, later wrinkled and bent maybe
After death are we projected again in space?
In a different time, with a different face...?
Where do we start, where do we end?
Confused in a world of fear and hatred
We desperately seek our loving Creator
Who is omnipresent yet elusive forever?
Bigger than stars, yet smaller than a neutron
Secretly hidden, the multidimensional one!
*************************************************

Volume 19 No. 1 1 April 2015

Mandir Vani

Page 7

Sri Ram Navami Celebration

Saturday, March 28 to Sunday, March 29, 2015
If you are interested in participating in Akhand Ramayan Paath, please call Manohar Arora
at 303-568-0746 (H) or 720-877-1047 (Cell).
For further details, please call Acharya ji or Pandit ji at (303) 948-9693.
********************

New Hindu Temple Prayer Hall Under Construction
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HINDU TEMPLE AND CULTURAL CENTER OF THE ROCKIES

8375 S. WADSWORTH BLVD. LITTLETON, CO 80128
TEL: (303) 948 - 9693
2015 Festivals Celebration Calendar (Jan to June)
Festival

Date

Day

Time

March
Holashtak Ends/Holika Dahan
04
Wednesday
Poornima/Satyanarayana Pooja
05
Thursday
6:45 pm
Holi
05
Thursday
Hindu New Year (Ugadi)
20
Friday
Vasant Navaratri Begins
20
Friday
Durga Ashtami
27
Friday
7:00 pm
Shri Ram Navami
28
Saturday
Akhand Ram Charit Manasa Paath begins Saturday at 10:30 am & ends Sunday at 10:30 am

April
Shri Hanuman Jayanthi
Poornima/Satyanarayana Pooja
Akshaya Triteeya/
Parashruram Jayanti
Aadi Shankaracharya Jayanthi

03
03

Friday
Friday

20
23

Monday
Thursday

6:45 pm

May
Nrisimha Jayanthi
Poornima/Satyanarayana Pooja
Ganga Dashami
Nirjala Ekadashi

02
03
27
29

Saturday
Sunday
Wednesday
Friday

6:45 pm

June
Poornima/Satyanarayana Katha
Graduation Pooja

01
07

Monday
Sunday

6:45 pm
11 am

Thursday
Monday
Thursday

6:45 pm

July
Poornima/Satyanarayana Katha
02
Devashayini Ekadashi
27
Guru Poornima/Satyanarayana Katha 30

6:45 pm

August
Shravan Month begins
Naaga Panchami
Vara-Lakshmi Vrat
Upaa-karma/Rakshaa Bandhan
Poornima/Satyanarayana Katha
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Donation Appeal
Please continue to show your support by making generous donations at the Temple or
by mail (cut and enclose the coupon printed below) to : 8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd.,
Littleton, CO 80128. The contributions are tax deductible. The Tax ID Number for the
Hindu Temple and Cultural Center is 84 -1301209
—————————————————————————————————————
Enclosed is a check for $ _______, my/our contribution for the New Hindu Temple and
Cultural Center of the Rockies.
Name: _________________________, Spouse Name: _______________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________, E-mail: ______________________________
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