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President’s Page 
Dear Fellow Devotees 
 
On behalf of our priests and the HTCC board I feel humbled and touched to have the opportu-

nity to share with you our major accomplishment of historical 2015 year.  

With overwhelming joy and pride I wish to congratulate you all on the completion and starting 
of the operations at the New Temple on June 7th 2015. We are blessed to have the Denver com-
munity’s cooperation in this humungous venture. As I walk into the prayer hall and look at 
those beautiful deities, I feel deeply emotional and touched at the magnificence of Lord Al-
mighty and the blessings that He has showered on us all. Hundreds of you, who have visited the 
Temple during Grand opening and recently, can appreciate the feelings that I am sharing with 
you. Community and volunteer’s devotion and tireless efforts were simply outstanding. For 

many of us it was once in a lifetime opportunity.  

I share some of the comments given to us with emotions running so high: 
• “We have never seen so much happiness in the community at one time”. 
• “Tears running down in many people’s eyes with happiness when the curtain opened for 

the first time with Deities dressed with beautiful attires and Jewelry”  
 
We feel so very grateful to all donors for their contributions in many different ways, pure dona-
tions, deities, Bricks and facilities sponsorship towards the realizing our dream. The list of all 
the donors from $1000 and up from 2006 to June of 2015 is going to be posted at temple wall 
soon. HTCC organization conveys special thanks and recognizes all devotees who has contrib-
uted any amount and efforts stating from purchase of land to completion of construction and to 
the old temple for years from 1998. 
 
Special thanks to Mr. Mahesh Jha and Mr. Narender Kumar for their continued support and ex-
tensive effort in purchase of beautiful land.  
    
Our deepest gratitude to eight donors who have donated over $100.000.00:  
Deepak and Jyoti Malhotra, Inder Mathur and family, Laxmi and Raj Mrig, Dr. Srinivas and 
Syama Reddy, Vishnu and Eileen Saran. Ramesh and Rama Sharma for donating deities with 
pure marble. Our very special thanks to Mr. Chaman and Aruna Malhotra who have donated  
$357,000 and Inder Nayar and family who have contributed $304,000.00.   
 
Our Temple, lovely as it is, still has many projects still to be completed like Basement, Kitchen, 
Security system and a high quality Audio system. We are inviting proposals to various activities 
and each proposal will be evaluated by the board. 
 
My appeal to you, please come forward with donations in any form, facility, pledges, pure do-
nations or bricks Sponsorship. They all apply to the noble task of thanking god for his blessings 
to us and our families.  
 
As we have reached the fulfillment of our dream of having our final home with lots of space. 
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Your continuous support has been our encouragement and inspiration. This is your temple and 
we are counting on your faith and generosity.    
 
On behalf of HTCC, I once again congratulate you for completion of construction of new Hindu 
temple.   
 
THANK YOU dear devotees for all that you do. 

Sincerely, Reva Nayar 

 

Grand Opening of New Temple and Prana Pratishtha Celebrations  
Mahesh Jha 

 

The dream has finally come true! Hindu Temple and Cultural Center (HTCC) of the Rockies 
has moved into its new facilities at 7201 South Potomac Street, Centennial, Colorado 80212. 
The new facilities would meet the religious and cultural needs of growing Hindu population in 
Colorado and neighboring states for decades to come.  The beautiful temple sits on a hill with 
360 degree views of mountains and plains. The 4.25 acre site includes attractive landscaping 
and two levels of parking for direct access to both levels of the building. The two levels are also 
connected by two staircases inside and one stair case outside. In addition, there is an elevator 
inside for those who really need it. 
 
The main floor includes a large prayer hall with seven sanctums for following deities: Shiva 
Parivar, Durga Mata, Sri Venkateshwar, Sri Laxmi Narayan, Ram Parivar, Radha Krishna, 
and Saraswati. The four foot tall beautiful deities, made of pure marble, came from Jaipur, In-
dia. The Venkateswara deity made of granite came from Tirupati. In the front and center is a 
granite Shiva Linga with Nandi and a marble idol of Sri Ganesh. There is a path for Parikrama 
around the sanctums, which is also connected to the two priest rooms in the back . On the north 
wall of the prayer hall, there are smaller sanctums for Sri Hanuman, Jagannath Ji with Balram 
and Subhadra, Lord Iyappa, and Sri Subramanya (Kartikeya) with Devyani and Valli. The 
south side of the prayer hall has a large hood for performance of Havan. 
 
The entry hall on the main floor includes a reception area with a welcome / registration counter, 
an office, a library with built in floor to ceiling bookcases, and a learning center for use by 
HTCC staff and the community. For visitors convenience, there are two shoe rooms with built 
in spaces for coats and shoes, two rest rooms, and a foot washing room.  
 
The lower level (a walkout basement) is only partially finished at this time. When fully finished 
later this year, it will have a large multi-purpose hall with a stage and a green room for cultural 
programs. There will be a commercial grade kitchen for preparation and serving of food. In ad-
dition, there are two rest rooms, a room for utilities, and another for storage. The hall opens to a 
paved patio. These facilities will provide home to the cultural center for the community as well 
as an attractive venue for family celebrations such as weddings, anniversaries and birthdays. No 
alcohol, tobacco or meat will be allowed. 
 
The move to the new facilities was marked by several celebrations. On Saturday, May 16, HTCC organ-
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ized an Open House for the community.  The religious ceremonies started early morning with Gauri - 
Ganesh Pooja and included Navagraha Pooja, Vastu Pooja, and Havan. The visitors participated in of-
fering Dhanyavasa, offering of rice to deities which were still in boxes. This was followed by a tour of 
the facilities, Prasad lunch, and a cultural program. 
 
Grand Opening celebrations were held from Thursday, June 4, 2015 afternoon to Sunday, June 7, 2015 
afternoon. The primary purpose was installation of the main deities in their sanctums (Murti Sthapana) 
and invoking life in them (Pran Pratishtha).  Seven priests from various US temples joined our own 
Acharya Ji and Pandit Ji in conducting the rituals. The priests chanted Vedic Mantras in Sanskrit and 
provided English commentaries, as appropriate. The activities took place in the prayer hall and in a large 
tent set up outside as Yagnashala  (for Havans). There was a Kalash Yatra (procession) on the temple 
grounds, outside the building as well as worshipping of a cow and a horse. 
 
The religious ceremonies started on Thursday afternoon and included Punyah Vachan, Ganesh Pooja, 
Maha Sankalpam, Jaladivasam, Vastu Shanti, Pravesh Bali and Veda Pranayam. The rituals performed 
on Friday morning included Ganesh Pooja, Dhanyadhi Vasam, Mool Mantra Japam, Mahaganapthy 
and Navagraha Homam, and Arti. The rituals performed on Friday evening included Poorvanga Pooja, 
Yagnashala Nirman, Raksha Bandhan, 1st Kala Pooja, Deep Pooja and Poornahuti. The rituals per-
formed on Saturday morning included 2nd Kala Pooja, Yantra Sthapana, Murti Sthapana, Ashta Ban-
dana Samarpan, Vishesh Dravya Homam and Poornahuti.  The performances on Saturday evening in-
cluded 3rd Kala Pooja, Vishesh Upcharam, Deep Aradhana, Bimb Shuddhi and Arti. Final rituals per-
formed on Sunday morning included Poorvang Pooja, Kumbhabhishekam, 4th Kala Pooja, Nadi Sand-
hanam, Sparsha Ahuti, Maha Poornahuti, Maha Kumbhabhishekam, Vishesh Alankaram, Archana and 
Arti. Many sponsors and Yajmans participated in many of these ceremonies. 
 
It is estimated that over the four day period, about 2000 visitors came to the Temple. The attendees in-
cluded Honorable John Hickenlooper, Governor of Colorado, Ms. Cathy Noon, Mayor of Centennial, 
and Dr. Janak Joshi, a Colorado House Representative who attended the cultural program presented on 
Saturday afternoon in the basement hall. The program, organized by Mita Mukherjee and Madhu Maha-
jan, included a wonderful presentation of Bhajans (devotional songs) and regional Indian dances, includ-
ing Bharatnatyam and Odissi, performed by local artists. Governor Hickenlooper in his brief speech em-
phasized the contribution made by Hindu community in cultural diversification of the Denver metro area 
and State of Colorado. The program also included speeches by Mr. Srinivas Reddy, Dr. Deepak Mal-
hotra, and Mr. Jagdish Khattar among others, who urged the attendees to provide generous financial sup-
port to the temple.   
 
Free Prasad lunches and dinners were served on all days, thanks to the following Indian restaurants: In-
dia’s, Jay Ho, Mini India, Taste of India, India’s Castle and Ritu Jain. The event was covered by local 
press. The headline of Denver Post of Monday, June 8 read: “TEMPLE OPENS”. An article entitled “ 
New Hindu Temple and Cultural Center opens in Denver, CO.” appeared in India West Weekly paper 
published from Bay Area in California. 
 
After couple of weeks, a second Pran Pratishtha celebration was held for Sri Jagannath Ji on Friday, 
June 19, 2015 through Sunday, June 21, 2015. An Odia priest from Minneapolis temple performed the 
rituals with Acharya Ji and Pandit Ji. Excellent cultural programs were presented on both, Saturday and 
Sunday.  Special thanks to Odia community for sponsoring the Jagannath Deity,  cultural program and 
prasad during the Pran Pratishtha celebration. 
 

*********************************** 
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A vision is realized – a dream becomes a reality 
Prof. Ved Nanda 

 
The Hindu community in Colorado deserves to celebrate our elegant new Temple!  The 

Temple President, Reva Nayar, and the Officers and the Trustees, along with several commu-
nity leaders, especially Inder Nayar, put in an enormous amount of time and effort to make this 
happen.  However, it is imperative that we appreciate we are building on a foundation laid by 
many individuals who did the hard work, set the tone, and made it possible for us to witness the 
grandeur that we are enjoying today.  Despite the obvious risk of leaving out important contri-
butions, I would like to pay my humble tribute to these whose footsteps we are trying to follow, 
among them Dr. Tripathi, Dr. Ahuja, Dr. Gangadharam, Dr. K.C. Gupta, Dr. Vedanthan, Drs. 
Sagar, Nawal Sharma, and Katharine Nanda.  In their homes we met starting in the 1960s – ini-
tially very few in number, but with the aspiration from the very beginning to build our own 
Hindu temple.  I distinctly recall Dr. Ahuja saying that a time will come when we will be able 
to see the fruits of this early commitment.  He had a vision of a Temple that becomes indeed a 
gathering place to meet and serve the religious and spiritual needs of the Hindu community. 

 
The first place where we installed the deities was in a small house we purchased on 

Montview Boulevard and Havana Street in Aurora, which could accommodate optimally 45 
people.  We will always be grateful to Satguru Shivaya Subramuniyaswami and Kauai’s Hindu 
Monastery for their support with the donation of an exquisite Ganesh murti to anchor the Tem-
ple.  Then came a keen desire to find a bigger place.  And, after several futile attempts and false 
leads we found our wonderful place on South Wadsworth Boulevard.  In between, we met at the 
University of Denver’s Buchtel House and the International House when I served as Vice-
Provost.  It was, however, in the Wadsworth Boulevard site that the formalities to structure the 
Board, the By-Laws, and the necessary norms to conduct our business, took shape.  Acharya 
Kailash Chandra Upadhyaya and Pandit Raghavendra Iyer have far exceeded our expectations 
in meeting the religious and spiritual needs of our community.  In addition to the current Tem-
ple Board members (Reva Nayar, C. P. Mishra, Mita Mukherjee, Satish Kumar, Prabhakara 
Rao, Madhu Mahajan, Sudhir Verma, Arun Budhiraja, Asha Vasant, Mahesh Jha, Pawan Bhat, 
Rajesh Agarwal, Sridhar Talanki, and Ved Nanda), who have done so much for the new Tem-
ple, Shashi Tiwari, Narender Kumar, Manohar Arora, and Damodar Kini especially come to 
mind for their immense contributions. 

 

With countless meetings, keen attention to details, and navigating the regulatory maze, 

gradually the picture started taking shape.  Inder and Reva Nayar were indispensable for finding 

financial resources to make it all possible for the vision to become reality.  Kudos to many who 

anonymously gave their all to make it happen.  And now we have a grand place we can call our 

spiritual home and of which we can be rightly proud!  The future now demands that we support 

it to meet the growth of the Hindu community in the next generations. 

 
****************************************** 
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Hindu Temple Management Team 

7201 S. Potomac Street, Centennial, CO 80112 

303-858-9927 
email:      htcc@hindutempleofcolorado.org 
Website:  www.hindutempleofcolorado.org  
 
Acharya ji Kailash Chandra Upadhyay   720-344-1448 (H)  720-984-5108 (C ) 
Pandit ji Raghavendra Iyyer    303-954-9274 (H)  720-308-8804 (C ) 
 

Board of Trustees 

Reva Nayar (President)     303-690-4347 (H)  303-507-3355 (C) 
C. P. Mishra (Temple Operations)   303-973-7765 (H)  303-522-1063 (C) 
Mita Mukherjee (Secretary)   303-499-5208 (H) 720-394-7970 (C) 
Satish Kumar Agarwal (Treasurer)      720-232-8287 (C) 
Prabhakara Rao (Mandir Vani Editor)   303-979-4193 (H)  303-918-7373 (C) 
Madhu Mahajan (Communication)   303-278-9860 (H)  303-519-3616 (C) 
Sudhir Verma (Public Relations)     720-323-7799 (C)  
 
Arun Budhiraja     303-755-4805 (H) 303-520-3580  (C)  
Asha Vasant        720-261-4758 (C)  
Mahesh Jha     303-526-0260 (H) 720-618-2866 (C)  
Rajesh Agarwal     720-870-0567 (H) 720-256-6805 (C)  
Sridhar Talanki     303-883-2403 (H)     
Ved Nanda     303-377-6438 (H) 720-971-0503 (C) 
     ***************************** 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Jan to June 2015) - Satish Kumar, Treasurer 
Old Temple at 8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, CO 80128 

Month Income Expense Major Celebrations 

Jan 13,554.31 13,606.49 New Year Ganesha Puja 
Feb   7,632.11 13,658.21 
Mar 16,507.12 12,345.32 Maha Shivaratri 
Apr 15,232.10 17,845.85 Sri Rama Navami 
May 20,692.43 19,659.50 
June 117,509.62 74,487.85         

Total $ 191,127.69 $ 151,603.22  
 

New Temple at 7201 S. Potomac St, Centennial, CO 80112 

Month Income Expense  

Jan 23,934.32 13,237.59  
Feb 37,212.00   7,430.04 
Mar 47,084.09 17,091.31  
Apr 16,969.31   6,578.09  
May 26,002.34   6,790.58 
June 41,476.72 36,874.28 

Total $ 192,678.59 $ 88,001.89 
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The Graduation Ceremony 
Acharya ji Kailsah Chandra Upadyay 

 
The graduation ceremony is known as the " Samaavartan Samskar". This is one of the sixteen 
sacraments in a Hindu life time and marks a mile stone in the life of a student and his parents. 
One of the Grihyasutra states that being a graduate means having a great personality.   
 
In another detail of this ceremony, to give the credence and recognition to a graduate, as it used 
to be; on the day of graduation ceremony during the early hours of sunrise, a graduate was kept 
inside the house to not look at the sun to maintain the dignity of the sun because sun's luster 
was considered inferior to the luster of a graduate. It was believed that the former has been con-
tributed its luster from the luster of the latter.  
 
In another part of the ceremony, departing graduates were given the last teaching as;  " be re-
spectful to your parents, teacher and those in need as you would be careful to serve your own 
chosen God. Only the good deeds should be performed not the bad ones. If, any time in life you 
are confused in choosing the right profession or action and find yourself, have to live in the 
midst of the unethical and notorious people than seek the company of those pure, high minded, 
self disciplined and selfless and non violent people observe them how they conduct themselves 
in those circumstances and you follow the same. 
 
Now a days, on this day people may worship Goddess Saraswati and Lord Ganesh for the fur-
ther education and success in life along with being handed down the degrees for a promising 
future and some kind of chant which goes with the appropriation of the event. In the past, sacra-
ments in general were designed to bring coherence to ones mental. physical and spiritual core 
based on the different stages ( Aashrams ) in life. Their celebratory aspect brings sublime im-
prints on the mind of an observer to distinguish the good actions from the bad ones for the 
smooth operation of a family and society alike 
 

****************** 

Pran Pratishtha  
Acharya ji Kailash Chandra Upadhyay 

 
The “Praan-Pratishtha” denotes a process of idol-sanctification which bears a prerequisite, ap-
propriate rite or ceremony. The Praan-Pratishta is likewise a procedure which enhances the rela-
tionship between worshiper and worshiped. The Upanishads hold that the scope and importance 
of Brahman is comparable, in the context of warmth toward an idol, with the essence of the 
breath, and they illustrate this comparison by force of metaphor: a woman who, though natu-
rally and artificially adorned with beauty and expensive trinkets, is breathless -- at her core: 
lifeless -- is never gazed upon, but instead entombed, long-abandoned by would-be admirers 
altogether. Bereft of life, or an animating force, she cannot captivate the living as a living 
woman could. In the same way, it is understood that an idol without a sacral infusion of life 
cannot be a part of our prayers and offerings, and cannot be suitable for an intimate relationship 
with us. A deity is a projection of our own liking and expectations, but it does not suit whim-
worship or unchecked subjective indiscretion; rather, the steady investment of consistent inner 
leitmotifs suit both a deity and its worshiper. Herein, a careful observer can invoke the common 
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expression, “what you get is what you put in.” 
 
The totality of the Praan-Pratishtha comprises a number ceremonies. The full scope of its cere-
monies is too expansive for this simple treatment. To authenticate the ceremony of invoking 
Praan, one must consult Vedic interpretations for specific procedures accessible through the 
Kalp Granthas (one of the six subordinate Vedas to the original four Vedas). To some, the prac-
tical worth of the Praan-Pratishta may not seem readily apparent, but it is worth considering. 
 
A vibrant and skillful person, upon expelling his or her last breath, transitions into a corpse, 
whose use normally fades with the passage of time. Yet, in contrast to that bleak long-term em-
bodiment, an energized idol could lastingly motivate countless people, perhaps in the wake of a 
beloved community member’s death, to walk forth to the shrine and consult the therapy of the 
aforementioned, sanctified relationship between worshiper and worshiped. This is a phenome-
non of faith, and, if, channeled properly, it can guide and help people toward the cultivation of 
harmony and peace, even in turbulent instances. This process bestows both meantime and end-
goal benefits. 
 
The whole and wholesome procedure of sanctified idol relationship involves nurturing a high-
minded indifference toward our own individual lives, favoring an altruistic benefit toward our 
particular and global communities, to the benefit of one and all. 

 
******************* 

 

New Home for Deities of Old Hindu Temple at Wadsworth Blvd 
Pawan Bhat 

 
When we opened our Hindu temple in 1996, a god-send person, Mr. Suresh Patel 
(Suresh Bhai) came forward to donate a set of deities (Sri Gnesha, Sri Radha-Krishna, 
Sri Rama-Sita, Sri Durga, Sri Hanuman, Sri Shiva-Parvati). This allowed us to start 
our new Hindu Temple with Pujas and religious rituals. We were very blessed to be 
able to perform our Pujas, Kirtans and Yagnas in the old temple for 20 plus years until 
we decided to move to a larger facility at Potomac Street. Sincere efforts were made to 
move all deities to their new religious place where they can be worshiped and cared as 
per Hindu traditions. We were fortunate to find a place, Sanatan Hindu Temple in 
Brighton, Colorado. All deities including Sri Venkateshwara and Sri Shivalinga were 
moved on June 2, 2015. Address and contact information is provided below in case the 
community members want to visit the temple. 
  
Sanatan Mandir, Cultural & Community Center, 218 N. 6th Ave, Brighton, Colorado 
80601. Contact: Pandit Jiban Baral, Phone Number:  303-659-2547  
  
Sanatan Mandir plans to perform the PRAN PRATISHTHA on July 26, 2015 from 10 
AM to 5 PM. The Board would like to thank Dinesh ji from Yak & Yeti Indian Res-
taurant, Mr. Rajesh Kaul and Mr. Deepak Walia, Pandit Ji and Acharaya Ji for making 
it possible to transfer them with all the care and dedication. 

************** 
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 Major Milestones 
 

The following are the major milestones in the history of the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center 
of the Rockies (HTCC).  
 
1984 – Hindu Society of Colorado is incorporated.  Community members meet for religious 
discourses at their residences on sporadic basis. For a brief period, a house in Aurora is rented 
where several deities are installed and worshipped by community members. 
 
1995 – Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies (HTCC) is incorporated and Hindu 
Society is merged into HTCC. 
 
1996 - HTCC buys a small old church building on South Wadsworth Blvd in Littleton and re-
models it to house the Temple. Community members raise funds to pay in cash. Publication of 
Mandir Vani news letter begins. 
 
1998 - HTCC recruits a full-time highly qualified and experienced Chief Priest Acharya Kailash 
Chandra Upadhyay from Canada and installs all major deities.. HTCC buys adjacent vacant 
land. 
 
1999 - A web site (www.hindutempleofcolorado.org) is established and email broadcasts are 
used in addition to Mandir Vani to keep the community informed of activities at the Temple. 
 
2002 - HTCC buys the third adjacent vacant land and considers building a new Temple at the 
site but decides against it due to small total land size (less than 1 acre).  
 
2003 - After obtaining Special Use Zoning Permit from Jefferson County, a major inside re-
modeling is undertaken to increase the seating capacity upstairs, and improve food preparation 
and distribution downstairs.  
 
2004 - Outside improvements (parking lot, sidewalk, landscaping, and fences) are completed.  
 
2006 - HTCC celebrates 10 years of continuous operation of the current temple. A highly-
qualified Assistant Priest (Pandit N. D. Raghavendra Iyer) is recruited from India to expand the 
Temple operation hours and service to the community. HTCC sells the third lot and signs a con-
tract for purchase of 4.25 acres of land for a new Temple.  
 
2007 - HTCC purchased 4.25 acres land at 7201 S. Potomac St, Centennial, CO 80112 for a 
price of $500,000 cash on 30 January 2007. Community members raised funds to pay in cash. 
Donors who paid more than $1000 were recognized with their names etched on a granite slab.    
 
2008 to 2010 - Architectural design of New Temple is completed. It included a two-story build-
ing with total area of over 20,000 sq ft to accommodate 450 devotees for major celebration and 
festivals. The City of Centennial approved the preliminary design. The total cost estimate came 
at $4.5 million.  
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2011 to 2013 - After considerable deliberations, HTCC decided to scale down the project to 

about 12,000 sq ft building that can be built for about $2.5 million.  The new conceptual design 

provided for direct access to main floor (Temple) with a walkout basement to house kitchen and 

cultural center. In Fall 2012, HTCC signed contract with DH Studios as architect for the design 

which was completed by end of 2013. In Fall of 2013, bids were received from prospective con-

struction companies. 

 

2014 - In January 2014, HTCC signed contract with GTC for construction of the designed fa-

cilities. The basic construction was completed by year end. Basement was only partly finished. 

 

2015 - Landscaping was completed.  Temporary Certificate of Occupation was received and 

Open House was held in May. In first week of June (5th, 6th, and 7th June 2015), Grand Open-

ing and Pran Pratishtha celebrations were held. HTCC moved all its operations from old to new 

temple the following week. The old Hindu Temple at 8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, CO 

80128 is closed as of 15 June 2015. 

******************** 

REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS FOR THE HINDU TEMPLE  

Arun Budhiraja 

Following are the Real Estate Transactions that have occurred starting from 1996: 

1996:  Hindu Temple purchased a small Church Building located at 8375 South Wadsworth 
Blvd, Littleton CO. and after some remodeling made it its First Home. It was an all Cash Pur-

chase for $118,000. 

2002:  HTCC buys the adjacent 1/3 acre vacant lot for $18,000 and considered building a new 
Temple at the site. The Board decided against it due to the fact that the temple size would have 

been too small for our requirements. This site was very well utilized for Parking. 

2003:  After obtaining Special Use Zoning Permit from Jefferson County, a major inside re-
modeling was undertaken to increase the seating capacity upstairs, and to improve food prepa-

ration and distribution downstairs.  

2004:  Outside improvements (parking lot, sidewalk, landscaping, and fences) were completed. 

2006:  HTCC signed a Purchase Contract for a 4.25 acre land at 7201 S. Potomac St. Centen-
nial, CO. HTCC sold the adjacent lot for $60,000. The funds were needed to purchase the land 

at 7201 S. Potomac St. 

January 2007:  HTCC purchased the 4.25 acres land at 7201 S. Potomac St, Centennial, CO 
80112 for $500,000. It was an all Cash Transaction. Donors were recognized for their donations 

with names etched on a granite slab (which will be moved to the New Temple). 
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May 2015:  The Temple at Wadsworth was sold for $225,000. We rented it back from the New 

Owners until June 15. 2015. The operations at the New Temple started on June 08, 2015. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Arun Budhiraja did not charge any Real Estate commissions or in some 

cases they were donated back to the Temple.   

********************************* 

HINDUISM 107—GRAND OPENING OF NEW TEMPLE 

Mita Mukherjee 
 

When the curtains opened on Sunday, June 7th 2015, at the NEW HINDU TEMPLE on 7201 S. 
Potomac St. to reveal the deities in their entire splendor, we all took a deep breath in awe of the 
wondrous sight. Voices rose in unison singing “arti” to the gods and goddesses. 
 
After the “pran prathishtha ceremony, it seemed that the deities, were actually alive and were 
smiling benevolently at the Hindu community of Colorado. We were impressed by the numer-
ous rituals and ceremonies, and homas that were performed to install the deities and imbibe 
“prana” or the life-force in the marble statues, so we humans can worship them. Priests came 
from all over the US to participate in the ceremonies.  Homas were performed for each individ-
ual deity, statues were purified, clothed in beautiful garments and jewelry; only then we could 
start worshipping the deities. 
 

WHY DO WE NEED A TEMPLE? 

Temples, churches, mosques, kivas, and synagogues are all built as places of worship; one may 
question “why do we need such a place we can worship at home.” From time immemorial, it 
has been seen that humans are very social creatures; Like-minded people like to congregate in a 
place where the environment inspires spiritual thoughts and inclinations, where the spirit energy 
of each individual add to form a higher energy that is palpable in the surroundings. How is it 
that as soon as we see the deities, our eyes close our hands fold and our lips whisper prayers, 
sometimes without our own volition! In ancient times, temples were also places where cultural 
exchanges took place. 
 

WHY THESE RITUALS? 

The ancient texts of Hinduism are the VEDAS. In Sanskrit, the root is “VIDI” to know. There 
are 4 Vedas, containing knowledge of every science imaginable. They are “RG, 
SAMA,YAJUR, and ATHARVA. All Vedas have 3 sections, ”karma kand”, the ritualistic por-
tion, has descriptions of rituals to follow when we want to achieve something. The second is the 
“upasana kand” which describes ways to worship and meditate, and thirdly the “jnana-kanda” 
the truth or the highest knowledge. These ancient Vedic rituals were performed for pran pra-
thishtha of the deities. 
 
Fundamentals of Hinduism as we know, is worship of “THE ONE ENTITY—THE BRAH-
MAN”, the source from which all creation originates.  The concept of “brahman” is difficult for 
common man to conceive, so to make it easier different idols, are endowed with different char-
acteristics; thus one can manifest their ideals on the idols, so they can pay homage to their 
“ishta-devata”. A person who is drawn to love and devotion can worship Krishna, who is the 
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embodiment of love. “Shakti” or strength is symbolized by Durga ma, knowledge, by Saraswati 
etc. 
 
In conclusion, I feel a deep sense of gratitude that, we, the Indian community in Denver, are so 
lucky to have this beautiful place of worship. It has taken a lot of dedication, hard work, finan-
cial support and faith in this dream to finally make this dream into reality! 
It is our TEMPLE! Please help us make this temple thrive; donate generously, so that future 
generations can have a wonderful place of worship! 
 

**************************** 

Pran Pratishtha Photos 
(Grand Pran Pratishtha ceremony took place from 4 June 2015 through 7 June 2015 performed 
by Acharya ji and Pandit ji assisted by several out of town priests. Colorado State Gov. Hick-
enlooper, Colorado House Representative Dr. Janak Josi, and Centennial Mayer Cathy Noon 
also attended the event. There was a cultural program on 7th June 2015 afternoon. The second 
Pran Pratishtha for Jagannatha ji took place from 19 June 2015 through 21 June 2015. Another 
grand cultural program also took place on 21 June 2015 afternoon.  The following are the color 
photos, however in order to save cost of printing color photos these photos are printed as black 
and white. If anyone wants to see the color photos, send an e-mail to prabrao@gmail.com, and 
an electronic pdf file of the Mandir Vani can be sent. This Mandir Vani will also be available in 

the web site www.hindutempleofColorado.org in near future.—Editor) 
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Hindu Temple and Cultural     

Center of the Rockies      

7201 S. Potomac Street       

Centennial, CO 80112 

303-858-9927 
 
Address Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donation Appeal 
Please continue to show your support by making generous donations at the Temple or 
by mail (cut and enclose the coupon printed below) to : 7201 S. Potomac St., Centen-
nial, CO 80112. The contributions are tax deductible. The Tax ID Number for the Hindu 
Temple and Cultural Center is 84 -1301209 
  ————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Enclosed is a check for $ _______, my/our contribution for the Hindu Temple and Cul-
tural Center of the Rockies. 
 
Name: _________________________, Spouse Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________, E-mail: ______________________________ 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
Permit No 237 
Littleton, CO 


