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President’s Page 

 

Namaste 
It is a great privilege and honor to be blessed with the opportunity to serve this great Hindu 
temple. Our Priests and Board of trustees will make every effort to serve the Hindu temple with 

utmost devotion.  

Devotees and Volunteers are a great resource and act as an integral part of operations of our 
temple. Many of the daily operational tasks of the temple are routinely done by our devotees 
and volunteers and I salute you for all your dedication and generous support. Without volun-
teers help, it will be very difficult to serve the needs of our temple devotees. We are one big 

family and our strength lies in unity.  

We have a large number of devotees who attend the temple on special days. There is a constant 
stream of devotees who visit the temple during these festivals and our volunteers work dili-
gently to keep the flow, however, we thank all the devotees for their patience during the slow 

moving lines during major events.  

Recently, HTCC has achieved a major milestone by hiring a second priest, Deepak Raghunath 
ji. Now Shiv Mishra ji (Acharya ji and Deepak ji (Pundit ji) both priests will perform daily Pu-
jas for the deities and perform major religious events. The priests will also cater to needs of in-
dividual community members so that traditional Hindu rites and rituals are performed offsite 
also. We welcome both our priests.  One of our main goal for this year is to make sure that all 
pujas and events are performed to improve devotee experience at the temple. It is always satis-
fying to hear when a devotee mentions that they had a very positive experience at the temple. 
We are very fortunate to have a group of priests now, Acharya ji and Pundit ji are both very 
learned and knowledgeable and your cooperation and support to them is very much appreciated.  
The Hindu community of Colorado can be really proud of completing 2nd anniversary of the 
Temple successfully. We have been able to make every payment and also hire two new priests. 
It is indeed rare for a small community to accomplish such a feat. The Hindu religion is not 
simply a religion of rituals, since it integrates culture and religion into our daily lives. Our Tem-
ple is a focal point for the religious and cultural activities of our community. We had celebrated 
the Rath Yatra with a great devotion and passion. I extend my heartiest greetings to all our 
devotees who offered their respect to Lord Jagnannth. We need your generous support for all 

the upcoming events to make these events a grand success 

As Sage Yagnavalkya eloquently observed, “A temple is a state of mind. A temple is a place of 
tranquility and peace. A temple is the essence that sustains our day-to-day existence.” This is 
our ideal and, on behalf of the Board of Trustees, I promise you that. We will endeavor to main-
tain and preserve the temple’s sanctity and integrity. 
 
I am humbly requesting your continued generous financial support and volunteer support to 
keep our temple as a vibrant place and work as a family. Once again my sincere thanks for all 
your help, encouragement and support. We thank all our community and hope that we will 
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flourish in our religious and cultural endeavors at the Temple for generations to come. We 
should all make use of our beloved Temple to unite our community. Please send your sugges-

tions at HTCC@hindutempleofcolorado.com   

With warm regards, 
Reva Nayar,  President HTCC 

 

**************************** 

Celebrations at Temple – Mita Mukherjee 
 
WE have celebrated some important events at the temple these past few months, let me start 
with “HOLI” which was celebrated on the 26th of March. “Holi” marks the spring time with a 
play of colors, nature brings her own colors in, when the leaves turn green and flowers bloom! 
At the temple, we had a puja emphasizing the dominance of good over evil, (Holika daman). 
There was a huge attendance that day, and people really enjoyed playing with the colors out-
side. There were booths set up for colors and music; Everybody had a very good time. A special 
thanks to Mitesh Gaur for organizing the music, Promod and Anita Agarwal, and family for 
sponsoring the puja and lunch. 
 
Our next event was Ram Navami, celebrated on the 9 th of April; Akhand Ramayan path 
started on Saturday, the 8th , and completed on the 9th. Bhajans were sung, a little talk was 
given by Acharyaji on significance of Ram Navami; A big thanks to Chris Kapoor of India’s 
restaurant for sponsoring the lunch. Thanks to Rajesh and Chapla Agarwal for managing this 
event so perfectly; There were devotees reading the Ramayana all night, a big thanks to every-
one who took part! 
 
Our next event was Graduation Puja, conducted on 11 th of June honoring Ma Saraswati; She 
is the goddess of learning; According to our Hindu Shastras, Lord Brahma is the creator of the 
universe and his consort is Ma Saraswati, the goddess of learning and knowledge, because with-
out knowledge one cannot create! Graduates participated in the puja, and certificates were given 
to them by acharyaji. A big thanks to Madhu Mahajan and Kathy Nanda for printing the docu-
ments and getting them ready! 
 
The 3rd event that we celebrated this quarter was our “Anniversary Puja”; our Hindu Temple 
and cultural center of the Rockies has completed two years! A BIG THANK YOU! To all of 
you in the community – YOU have helped in making this happen! We had yagna with chanting 
of the “Maha Mrityunjaya Mantra” in the morning and lot of people participated in the yagna; 
We had a short cultural program to follow. After lunch, there prevailed a mela type atmosphere, 
face painting for children, henna application, a booth to get your basic health checkup, a booth 
for buying murties, diyas etc and to top it all there was wonderful dance music, organized by 
Mitesh Gaur; people participated very well and enjoyed themselves! A huge thanks to Poonam 
and Rahul Kakkar and her team for fund raising, finding sponsors, and organizing the whole 
event! Thank you so much Poonam, we really appreciate your hard work and your family’s 
dedication to our temple!  
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This last week, on the 25 th of June, we celebrated “Ratha Yatra” to honor Lord Jagannath ; 
It is a major festival in the state of Orissa, and the whole community came together to help 
build the chariot (Ratha). The priests performed a puja after which the deities, Jagannath, sister 
Subhadra and brother Balaram, were lifted into the Ratha, and taken for a ride around the tem-
ple; There was arti and Prasad afterwards, it is very auspicious to be able to hold the rope that 
pulls the Ratha; Lord Jagannath will be returning back on the 4th of July. A big thanks to 
Amiya Mansingh , his wife Rajlakshmi and the Oriya community for organizing this event. Last 
but not least thanks to all the volunteers who work tirelessly behind the scenes helping in so 
many different ways, and to all of you who have contributed, a big thanks to ALL of YOU! 
 
We need your support to make this temple a successful spiritual and cultural center in midst of 
the Rocky Mountains. 

 
Temple Activities Photos 
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Hindu Temple Festival Calendar (August to December 2017) 

*****************  

     August  

 

 Vara-Lakshmi Vrat   4 Friday 
 Upaa-Karma / Rakshaa Bandhan/S.N.Puja 7 Monday 

 Shri Krishna Janmashtami  15 Tuesday 

 Hari Taalika Teej Vrat   24 Thursday 

 Ganesh Chaturthi   24 Thursday     

 

September 

Shri Vaman Jayanthi   2 Saturday 
Poornima / S. N.Puja   5 Tuesday 
Pitri Paksh (Shraddha) Begins  6 Wednesday 
Pitri Paksh (Shraddha) Ends  19 Tuesday 
Sharada Navaratri Begins   20 Wednesday 
Durga Ashtami    28 Thursday 
Dashahara / Vijay Dashami  30 Saturday 
  
 

    October 

 

Sharad Poornima / S.N. Puja  4 Wednesday 

Karavaa Chauth                 8 Sunday  

Deepavali / Lakshmi Pooja  18 Wednesday 

Govardhana (Annakoot) Pooja  20 Friday 
Bhaiya Dooj    21 Saturday 
Chhath Puja    25 Wednesday 
Gopashtami    27 Friday 
Ekadasi – Devothayani   31 Tuesday 

 

 

    November 

 
Tulsi Vivah    1 Wednesday 
Vaikuntha Chaturdasi   2 Thursday 
Kartik Purnima/ S.N.Puja   3 Friday 
Pradosh Vrat    15 Wednesday 
Amavas     17 Friday 
Geeta Jayanti (Mokshada Ekadasi)  29 Wednesday 
 
 

    December 

 

Pradosh Vrat    1 Friday 
Dattaatreya Jayanti    2 Saurday                                 
Margshirsha Purnima/S.N. Puja  3 Sunday 
Prodosh Vrat    15 Friday 
Amavas     17 Sunday 
Prodosh Vrat    30 Saturday 
 

********************************************* 
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Mortgage Support  Pledge 
 

Life is full of challenges. The challenge of raising children, running a good business, or 
the challenge of maintaining good health; however, the most challenging thing in life per my 
opinion is to make a difference for the community. We all have been blessed with this God-
given power to make this difference for someone we love or for the community we live in . 
As you know, our Hindu Temple is carrying a mortgage loan of $2.25 Million. The monthly 
payment for this loan is approximately $14,000 a month. There are of course other operational 
costs, such as: utilities, supplies, maintenance and priests salaries. To meet this challenge of 
monthly mortgage obligation, the temple has started a monthly auto-withdrawal system on 
credit cards. Temple fundraising volunteers are requesting if you could please pledge $25-$100 
per month for one year (and certainly more if you can) to help with the temple monthly mort-
gage. These payments will be exclusively used to meet the mortgage payment and are tax de-
ductible. As in the past, we have counted on your support and you have always come through.    

 
As a temple volunteer , we can not  thank you enough for your continued dedication 

and support to the Hindu Temple. Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies is meeting 
the religious, spiritual and cultural needs of the growing Hindu population in Colorado. Your 
support leaves a legacy for your children and grand children  

 
For more information and to get a Mortgage Pledge Form, contact Reva Nayar at 303-

507-3355 or Arun Budhiraja at 303-520-3580. 
******************************** 

  Temple Facilities for Community Use  
 

For Rental Information Contact: Reva Nayar at 303-507-3355 

 

1. Learning Center:  This room is suitable for teaching regional languages for children or as a 
meeting place. The capacity is about 20 people. It has chairs and chalk board to facilitate 
teaching or presentation.   

2. Conference Room:  This room can be used for as a meeting place, which has a capacity for 
about 25 – 30 people. It is in the lower level. 

3. Basement Level: This facility can be used for workshops, teaching classes for a large 
crowd, birthday, graduation, Dandiya Raas, holiday parties, etc. There is a small stage, 
sound system, 100 chairs, and ability to serve food, etc. The capacity is about 400 people. 

Please support the Temple by renting these facilities for a short  or long term basis . If you 
would like to schedule temple or priest services for Wedding, Thread Ceremony, Satyanarayana 
Puja and other services, please contact Reva Nayar - Thank you 

******************************* 

Priests Contact Information 
Acharya ji Shiv Kumar Mishra  

Email: acharyaji@hindutempleofcolorado.org 
(Note: Acharya ji Shiva Kumar Mishra’s information is published in Mandir Vani (Dec 2016)) 

 

Pundit ji Deepak Raghunath  

Email: punditji@hindutempleofcolorado.org 
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Pundit ji Deepek Raghunath  
 

Sri Deepak Madakasira Raghunath was born in a 
Telugu priest family living in Bengaluru, Karna-
taka, on August 11, 1985. He received his early 
education in Sanskrit and Veda from his father 
and started helping him in performing Pooja at Sri 
Rama Temple at age of 10 years. He got his Pre-
University Certificate from SJRP College in 2003 
and Agama Certificate from State of Karnataka in 
2006. Same year, he received a Certificate of Eli-
gibility for performing Pooja.  
 
He served as Pradhan Archak at Mail Motor ser-
vice Ganapati Temple, Venkata International 
School Mahalakshmi temple, and Shakti Ganapati 
Temple in Bengaluru.  In 2015, he came to USA 
as a priest at Hindu Samaj Temple in Mahwah 
New Jersey. He also performed many Poojas and 
Sanskaars for devotees at their homes both in In-
dia and in New Jersey.  
 
He can communicate in several languages. He 
studied English in college and his ability has im-
proved over the years. His mother tongue is Te-
lugu. Since he lived in Bengaluru for 30 years, 
Kannada is like a native language. In that metro-
politan city, he also learned to communicate in 
Hindi and Tamil. 

 
He is proficient in use of computers. He can use Word and Excel. He can surf on Internet, per-
forming searches and communicate with emails (that is how he got the New Jersey job and 
Colorado job !). 
 
He is married to Tejaswini. She is currently in India with their two-year old daughter.   

Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies, Centennial, Colorado is pleased to have him 

as a Priest. We will address him as Pundit Ji. 

******************************************* 

Pundit ji can perform Gana Homa,  Satyanarayana Puja or any other pu-

jas at your home.  Please contact Pundit ji Deepak Raghunath at pun-

ditji@hindutempleofcolorado.org. He can also perform any wedding ei-

ther at the Temple or outside. Please support the Hindu Temple. 
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HINDUISM  113 
Mita Mukherjee 

 

FEAR---Quite a few of us live in fear! Fear of the unknown, fear of the future, fear of what 
people might say, fear of losing a job, fear of not getting a job, fear of small spaces/large 
spaces, fear of disease,  fear of dying—etc etc. 
 
There is no end to all kinds of fears that overcome us sometimes. Our brains have been pro-
grammed to feel the emotion of fear, and it is a basic instinct that gives rise to the fight or flight 
response. It is a survival mechanism, such that when we are faced with real danger, for example 
we see a fire erupt, we run far away from it! When our life is in danger we respond in a way 
such that we can survive; however, in the modern world, with all the technology around us, life 
has lost its simplicity; we are constantly barraged with information, which can cause degrees of 
fear in the hostile world surrounding us. 
 
Fear is of two kinds, normal fear and imaginary fear; normal fear is healthy, for example a per-
son may fear disease and thus keep themselves healthy by eating properly and exercising etc; on 
the other hand, abnormal fear or imaginary fears can cause phobias—for example claustropho-
bia (fear of closed spaces); are paralyzing! 
 
Acrophobia, or fear of heights, agoraphobia, fear of crowds, there are numerous such fears that 
beset people; It is very difficult to live in fear all your life;  
 
Fearlessness is something we need to strive for, and it can only come through detachment; 
when we lose attachment to worldly goods and possessions, when we perform our duties with 
positivity and without attachment to name and fame, we stride towards fearlessness; 
 
Problems at the mental level can only be solved by transforming the mind; we can get rid of 
dust by sweeping the floor, but we cannot get rid of the dark by sweeping, we have to open a 
window or door to let the light in, similarly by cultivating positive tendencies such as Love, 
compassion, gratitude, selflessness, etc.  we can make headway towards living a life of fearless-
ness! 

 

LOVE—it is the opposite of fear! Love unites, fear divides, differences cause fear, when one 
sees the world as “ONE” all the differences, like race, religion, languages, perceptions fall away 
and we recognize the divinity in each one of us and feel a reverence for all things and beings—
fears fall away and love abides. 
 
COMPASSION---It is not pity or sympathy, compassion is caring, sharing and helping; In 
other words, “seva” or trying to show empathy for people and helping where ever possible; 
 
GRATITUDE---I had a notebook on gratitude with every day of the year listed with a nice say-
ing and there was space to put down three things that we were grateful for; I started working on 
it and it was amazing how one’s perspective changes, when we think about so many things that 
go right, instead of harping on things are not going right; normally we worry all day about 
things are not going the way we want it to---This is very good practice! 
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In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that living all your life afraid of the unknown, is not a 
very good way to live, fear can be overcome by cultivating many positive qualities; 
 

Hari Om! 

******************************** 

Donor Bricks 
 
All the Donor Brick Devotees have been waiting very patiently for the Bricks to be installed on 
outside west wall of the temple. We do thank you for your donations and the patience that you 
have demonstrated. Regretfully as we were getting ready to place the order the vendor we had 
chosen, closed the doors of business and we were left high and dry. We are close to finalizing a 
different vendor and should be, placing an order in very near future. We will keep you posted as 
to when we place the order and have the delivery and installation dates.  
 
This should give an opportunity to those brick donors who have paid and/or pledged for bricks 
and not paid or paid and not given messages, to do so. Also for those who wish to buy donor 
bricks, there is still some time to buy them at $250 apiece. For details criteria about messages 
please contact Arun Budhiraja at 303-520-3580 or Reva Nayar at 303-507-3355 
 

It is still not too late to participate in Donor Brick Program. Please make donations and 

have your family name permanently installed on the Donor Brick Wall of the Hindu Tem-

ple. 

 
********************** 

Language Classes in Hindu Temple 

Hindu Temple has class room facilities with 20 chairs and a black board to teach regional lan-
guages. Already Sanskrit, Telugu and Balmukund classes are taking place in the Hindu Temple. 
If you like to teach any language or conduct other classes, please contact Reva Nayar at 303-
507-3355. Here are the contact information for the following classes. 
 

1. Sanskrit classes:  Prabahakar Rao, 303-918-7373, prabrao@gmail.com 

2. Telugu classes: Laxmi Talanki , 202-718-7525, lakshmitalanki@yahoo.com 

3. Balmukand classes: Satya Kotyal,  skothiyal@hotmail.com  

*********************************** 

Upcoming Events 

Krishna Janmastami - Tuesday 15 August 2017  from 6:00 pm to 12:30 am 

Ganesha Chaturthi Celebration - Saturday 26 August 2017 from 10:00 am to  2:30 pm 
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Ganesha Chaturthi Celebration 

Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies 
7201 S. Potomac St. Centennial, CO 80112  

 

Saturday 26 August 2017 10:00 am  - 2:30 pm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program      Time 
Ganesha Avahanam/Kalash Puja    10:00  -  10:30 am 
Gana Homa/Ganesha Abhishek *   10:30 -   11:00 am 
Ganesh Puja /Astottara /Mantra Chanting 11:00  -  11:45 am 
Program/ Bhajans**    11:45  -  12:45 pm 
Arati  -  All     1:00  -    1:30 pm 
Prasadam*      1:30    -  2:00 pm 
Clean up      2:00   -   2:30 pm 
 
• If interested in participating in the sponsored Abhishek, please call Rajesh Kaul at 970-

213-6538 (C ) 
 
** If you are interested in participating in the program or preparing the prasadam,  
contact  Prabhakara Rao at 303-918-7373 or prabrao@gmail.com 
 

***************************** 
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Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies  
7201 S. Potomac Street, Littleton, CO 80112 

 (303) 858-9927  

Program for 

 Sri Krishna Janmashtami Celebration 

 

Tuesday, August 15, 2017 

Program 

Gita Paath (Reading of Gita) 6:00  - 8:00 pm 
Cultural Program 8:00  - 9:00 pm 
Stotra Paath 9:00   - 10:00 pm  
Keertan/Bhajan 10:00  - 11:58 pm 
Pooja (Lord Krishna’s Birth) 11:58  - midnight 
Archana 12:00  - 12:10 am 
Arati/Praarthana 12:10   - 12:30 am 
Prasad (Prasadam) 12:30 am    

 
Children are encouraged to dress up as Shri Krishna and Gopikas.  

If interested in performing a dance and/or singing bhajan and keertan, please Mita Mukherjee at 
303-499-5208 or Madhu Mahajan at (303) 519-3616  

 

*************************** 
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Hindu Temple and Cultural     

Center of the Rockies      

7201 S. Potomac Street       

Centennial, CO 80112 

303-858-9927 
 
 
 

***************************************************** 

Please Note 
Mandir Vani is published three times a year on the first day of April, August and 
December. Until now Hindu Temple was mailing the Mandir Vani to devotees. To 
reduce the cost of publishing and distribution of the Mandir Vani, Hindu Temple 
has decided to provide free copies of the Mandir Vani at the Temple instead of 
mailing them. The electronic copy of the Mandir Vani will be sent to all devotees 
by e-mail. Also the Mandir Vani is available to down load from the Hindu Temple 

web site :  www.hindutempleofcolorado.org  
 
Please come to the Temple and pick up a copy of the Mandir Vani on the first day 
of April, August and December. Please take one copy per family. Any donation to 
support the Mandir Vani publication is highly appreciated. 
 

************************************** 
 
 
Donation Appeal 
Please continue to show your support by making generous donations at the Temple or 
by mail (cut and enclose the coupon printed below) to : 7201 S. Potomac St., Centen-
nial, CO 80112. The contributions are tax deductible. The Tax ID Number for the Hindu 
Temple and Cultural Center is 84 -1301209 
  ————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Enclosed is a check for $ _______, my/our contribution for the Hindu Temple and Cul-
tural Center of the Rockies. 
 
Name: _________________________, Spouse Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________, E-mail: ______________________________ 


