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Sri Ganesh 

 

Please Donate Generously 

Mandir Vani  
 Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies 

8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd., Littleton, CO 80128 

(Tax ID: 84-1301209) 
   www.hindutempleofcolorado.org        303-948-9693 email:htcc@comcast.net 

The mission of the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies (HTCC) is to provide a 
forum for religious worship and celebrations, and for cultural, religious, and spiritual develop-
ment activities based on Hindu / Vedic / Sanatan - Dharma traditions. 

Editorial Board 
K. C. Upadhyay (Priest)   Prabhakara Rao (Editor)        Mahesh Jha (President) 
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Ground Preparation Ceremony 

By Mahesh Jha and Madhur Mahajan 

On Sunday, July 12, 2009, about two hundred community members gathered at the New Temple site for the 
Ground Preparation ceremony to (1) celebrate a major milestone in the long journey of New Temple project – 
completion of conceptual design, and selection of W. M. Brown company of Denver as a design/build contractor 
and (2) seek God’s blessing as we prepare the ground (literally and physically) for the next phase of the project. 
The program started with Sri Ganesh,  Kalash pooja, and Punyah Vachan followed by Navagraha pooja, Havan, 

Arti and prayer. 

Next, the attendees enjoyed a cultural program that included Bhajans by Mrs. Vani Iyer and dances by Dr. Sarah 
Morelli and Mrs. Latha Sudendra. This was followed by presentations to inform the community about the plans 
and status for construction and fund raising. Then, Recognition plaques and certificates were presented to donors 
who had contributed >$2,001 or >$1,001 for the occasion. Their commemorative family photographs were taken 

by noted professional photographer Sri Pyare Mohan Ji as a service to the project. 

Separate booths, set up for children’s program and sale of silver coins and other items, were visited by many. The 
program concluded with a Vote of thanks to dozens of volunteers who made this a memorable event followed by a 

Prasad lunch.  

Selected Ground Preparation Ceremony Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Photos in Page 11 
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President’s Page 
Dear Friends: 
 
Our Vision is that Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies (HTCC), in its current location and 
more so when the New Temple is built, will serve as the hub of religious, spiritual, and cultural activities 
for the entire Hindu community of the Rockies; meeting needs of devotees of all major Hindu sects and 
people from all cultural regions of India. It is your organization – totally dependent on your financial 
and volunteer service support and always available for your use in time of need – which includes many 
religious rites in a Hindu’s life, from birth to death.  
 
The Board of Trustees which manages HTCC on your behalf measures our performance in terms of 
community participation. I am pleased to inform you that we have reached a milestone with over 2000 
families listed in our Address Directory. This represents over half of the estimated number of Hindu 
households in the region.  The email distribution still lags by several hundred and once again I request 
that if you are not getting email communications, please send an email to HTCC Manager at 
mgrhtcc@comcast.net.  
 
I also want to take this opportunity to share with you some of the recent developments on corporate ba-
sis. You will find additional details in reports from other officers and trustees.     
 
Audit of Books: HTCC has retained Mr. Deon Fitch, CPA, to audit the books for 2006, 2007 and 2008. 
I am pleased to inform you that Deon found our practices to be good and has suggested further improve-
ments in some procedures. HTCC is using the QuickBooks for tracking all the donations for New Tem-
ple Fund as well as the Operating Fund. A historical record for each donor is maintained and it is our 
practice to send the Acknowledgment Receipt on an annual basis, covering total donation for the entire 
year.  
 

Board of Trustees and Officers: I regret to inform you that Mrs. Modhumita Mukherjee decided to 
retire from the Board due to some personal reason. We thank her for her service and wish her the best. If 
you or someone you know would be interested in coordinating the cultural programs for HTCC, please 
consider submitting a nomination to me or Reva Ji.   
 
HTCC Manager: Sri Chawla Ji has settled down very well in his job as HTCC Manager. His working 
hours are: Monday and Wednesday - 9:30AM – 3:30 PM, Friday – 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM and Sunday – 
10 AM – 2 PM. He is maintaining the QuickBooks and communications with the community through 
email broadcasts and website postings. As part of his operational and maintenance responsibility, he is 
trying to develop and implement policies and procedures and I request your cooperation in complying 
with them. Please feel free to contact him for any questions or suggestions, in person, by phone (303-
948-9693) or email: mgrhtcc@comcast.net.   
 
Priests and Temple Open Hours:  Pandit Raghavendra Ji went to India in May and got married. We 
wish him a long happy married life.  Acharya Upadhyay Ji took his family on vacation to India in June.  
During this period, we had to curtail temple open hours. Now that both of them are back, the regular 
temple hours have been resumed: Monday-Friday: 10 AM to 2 PM and 5 PM to 9 PM; Saturday and 
Sunday: 9AM to 9 PM.  

 
May God bless you all.   
 
Mahesh Jha, President HTCC 
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New Temple News -  Narender Kumar - Vice President 
 
New Temple Committee has virtually completed the work of planning and preliminary design of the New Hindu 
Temple. The Following is the list of major milestones achieved by the Board of Trustees & New Temple Commit-
tee: 
 

• Selected suitable site for the Temple 

• Obtained consensus of the Hindu community on deities 

• Completed preliminary design 

• Resolved the zoning issues with Centennial 

• On the verge of obtaining approval of preliminary design from Centennial 

• Obtained a cost estimate and selected a design-build contractor  

• Completed renderings and BIM for construction phases 

 
As indicated above, the work has been done by all the Board & interested community members and devotees. I 
want to thank them all for their hard work and dedication. However, there is lot more to be done to make our 
dream a reality. I believe the construction, once started will galvanize the entire community. 
 
We have selected W.M. Brown Construction as our contractor. They have estimated around $4.2 million for build-
ing the Temple and a construction period of 12 months. We selected them based on cost and the experience of 
other community members. They told us and we agree, that this is the best time to build when the economy is slow 
and they can get best prices from their subs and suppliers. They have proposed doing the exterior (Indianization) 
using local company which can cut the forms by laser to the exact shapes. This will save us considerable expense 
and time. 
 
We do not plan of starting any additional work especially construction, until we have sufficient funds. I realize the 
economy is hurting everybody, however, we have a rich and devoted community with rich culture and tradition ,we 
have to dig deep to make this happen. If Salt Lake City, Omaha, San Antonio and other smaller communities can 
do it so can we. I know we will get a new Temple, the question is not if it will happen, the question is when, better 
sooner than later. 

************************************** 
 

Fund Raising Committee Report—Reva Nayar, Vice President 
 
The Fund Raising committee has had subsequent meetings to out line and discuss the plan of action needed to raise 
funds to build the New Hindu Temple.As our plan and design calls for a 19,000 square feet temple with a very 
majestic and spiritual look, ( as evidenced by the beautiful pictures).It will require a humongous task and effort to 
raise the estimated large amount. It was, therefore, concluded that we should take a phased approach for the con-
struction of the beautiful monument. The initial steps that we are working towards are: 
 
1. Phases of construction along with time and funds required to complete that phase. We are working with quali-
fied professionals in the community, to help us putting together this package. This includes the architects, engi-
neers, contractors, marketing and finance professionals. 
 
2. Once we have completed this "Road Map", we plan on presenting it to our loyal devotees and donors.  
  
We appeal to the community that if any of you have ideas that you feel can help us achieve our goals, please do 
contact any of the fund raising committee members. It is your temple and any help that you can offer will be very 
much appreciated. Please partner with us in moving forward with this great initiative of building our Hindu Tem-
ple. 
 
Thanks so much for your support. 
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 Programs and Services  – C. P. Mishra, VP Operations  
 

The Board ot Trustees recognized and appreciated the contribution of the following volunteers for their 
service to the Hindu Temple.  

 
1.      Mr. Guru Dureja: for his volunteer efforts over several years to help us serve our devotees 

during Sunday Poojas.   
 
2.      Mr. Rahul Mirchand: for his volunteer efforts to help us serve our devotees during Sun-

day Poojas. 
 
3.      Mr. Vamsee Kanaparthi: for his volunteer efforts to help us serve our devotees during 

Sunday Poojas. 
 
4.      Mr. Sridhar Ponnapalli: for his sustained volunteer efforts to increase membership and 

manage various Temple events. 
 
5.      Mr. Vijay Sikka: for sponsoring various Temple celebrations and providing nourishing 

Prasad to the Temple membership over many years. 
 
Contact Information: To sponsor a Sunday Pooja, please contact any one of the following 
people or call the Temple at (303-948-9693) : 
 
Acharya Upadhyay Ji: 720-344-1448 (H) 720-299-8890 (C ) 
Pandit Raghavendra Ji: 303-954-9274 (H) 720-308-8804 (C ) 
HTCC Manager Chawla JI: 303-586-1814 (H)  

 

Temple Open Hours: Monday – Friday: 10 AM to 2 PM and 5 PM to 9 PM 
 Saturday and Sunday: 9 AM to 9 PM 

 

Treasurer’s Report (Jan to June 2009) - Satish Kumar, Treasurer 
 
Month Income Expense Major Celebrations 

Jan 14,300.39 12,881.02 New Year Ganesha Puja 
Feb 15,461.92 14,036.72 
Mar 13,859.23 17,685.49 Maha Shivaratri 
Apr 13,680.10 18,229.90 Sri Rama Navami 
May 12,372.73 17,054.47 
Jun  10,828.69   5, 937.79 Graduation Puja 

 

Total $69,574.37 $79,887.60   
 
Current Temple Fund $111,005.91 
New Temple Fund $429,490.45 

Total   $540,496.36 
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Lord Ganesh 
By Acharya Kailash Chandra Upadhyay 
 
The pre-eminent Lord Ganesh, the son of Shiv and Parvati stands tall amongst 
all Hindu gods. He connects and reminds us to the most forgotten distant past of 
Hindu pantheon of God’s incarnations – especially by the Matsya, Koorma, Va-
rah, and Narasimh. 
 
The words Ganesh and Ganapati literally mean the master of Ganas (energy 
fields) and in mythological reference the weird looking servants of Lord Shiv. 
Two of his well known names are: Vigneshwar, meaning the master and re-
mover of obstacles, and Vinayak, meaning the great leader or commander. 
 
His birth is attributed to an interesting setting of a story in which mother Parvati 
created him from the dirt. In further development of this story, Parvati demanded 
all the gods to consider Ganesh superior to themselves in order to escape her 
anger towards them. Therefore, the gods confirmed his superiority over them 

and thus the worship of Ganesh before undertaking any venture was established. 
 
He is honored at the start of rituals and ceremonies. The dirt coming from the earth is one of the five elements. So, 
he is the master of earth element and remover of obstacles for the mortals. 
 
His names, images and statues are pervasive and hence no more strange to the non-Hindus of India only, but also 
to a growing number of non-Hindus beyond India’s borders. You may recall the news of September 1995 in which 
his statues started drinking milk offered to them worldwide. That remains still one of the great unsolved mysteries 
of our time. 
 
The famous shlok “Shuklambar Dharam Vishnum … “ proclaims him “Vishnu”, the literal meaning being “all 
pervading” or omnipresent. Vishnu is a title rather than a name of a person. The Rigvedic reference to the Supreme 
God is known as “Indra”, which in later development became Vishnu. Ludo Rocher has asserted that Ganapati 
word in Rigveda 10.112.9 has been referred to Indra. Therefore, Vinayak and Vighneshwar words are the attributes 
of Indra or Supreme God. His present day image and attributes became popular since the 9th century onward when 
Adi Shankaracharya selected him as one of the five main Panchayatan gods of Hindus (all of them being Surya, 
Shiv, Durga, Ganesh and Vishnu). 
 
His image is full of symbols and satisfies our mundane and metaphysical cravings for happiness. In this context, 
his pot-bellied body of a human being is indicative of cosmos and his elephantine head for cosmic reality and the 
snake around his hips is a metaphor for energy in all forms. Holding a noose in his upper hand symbolizes pulling 
his devotees along the right path. He holds a goad which helps him propel his votaries forward on the eternal path 
and remove obstacles from along the Way. 
 
He used the broken tusk that he holds like a pen in one of his lower hands to write the Mahabharata and Modaka in 
his trunk is indicative of Karmaphala that nobody can escape from. The third eye is indicative of knowledge and 
wisdom. His fan like ears portray that he is all ears to our petition and that one should be a good listener. He is 
humble enough to ride the lowest creatures, a mouse. 
 
The well known hymn of Yajurved “Om Gananantva Ganapati… “ and Ganapati Atharvasheersham of Atharvaved 
declare him the most compassionate, intelligent, and benevolent God to bestow happiness upon his votaries. He 
grants success, prosperity and protection against adversities. He is the God of unity among diverse implications of 
Gods and their worships. This is why all Hindus worship him regardless of their sectarian beliefs. 
 
May Lord Ganesh bless us all in our endeavors to experience the real over unreal, enlightment over ignorance, and 
immortality over mortality; may peace prevail everywhere. 

****************************************** 
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HINDU  TEMPLE  AND  CULTURAL  CENTER  OF  THE  ROCKIES 

8375 S. WADSWORTH BLVD. LITTLETON, CO 80128,  

TEL:  (303) 948 - 9693 

2009 Festivals Celebration Calendar (August to December) 
      

 Festival   Date Day  Time     

 August 

 

Upaa-karma 05 Wednesday 8:00 am 
Poornima/Satyanarayana Katha 05 Wednesday 6:45 pm 
Rakshaabandhana  05 Wednesday  
Hanuman Chalisa  Pooja 08 Saturday 11 am – 12:30 pm   
Shri Krishna Janmashtami 13 Thursday 6:00 pm 
Hari Taalika Teej Vrat 22  Saturday 
Ganesh Chaturthi Celebration 23 Sunday 9:30 am 
Sri Shirdi Sai Baba Monthly Arathi 29 Saturday 5 pm –7 pm 

 

 September  
   
Poornima/(Satyanarayana Katha) 04 Friday 6:45 pm 
Pitri Paksh (Shraddha) Begins 05 Saturday    
Pitri Paksh (Shraddha) Ends 18 Friday   
Sharada Navaratri Begins 19 Saturday 
Durga Ashtami 26 Saturday 
Dashahara/Vijay Dashami 28 Monday      

 

 October  
Sharad Poornima/ 
Satyanarayana Katha   03 Saturday 6:45 pm 
Karavaa Chauth    TBD 
Dipawali/Lakshami Pooja  17 Saturday 6:00 pm 
Govardhana Pooja   18 Sunday    
Bhaiya Dooj    19 Monday 
Tulasi Vivaha 29  Thursday 
 

 November 

 

Poornima / Satyanarayana Katha 02 Monday 6:45 pm    

Guru Nanaka Jayanti 02 Monday 
Gita Jayanthi/Mokshada Jayanthi 27 Friday 

 

 December 

   
Poornima /Satyanarayana Katha 02 Wednesday 6:45 pm  

Poornima /Satyanarayana Katha 31 Thursday 6:45 pm  



 

Volume 13 No.2   1 August 2009 Mandir Vani   Page 8 

Schedule of Suggested Donations for Various Ceremonies 
 

Chief Priest:   Acharya Kailash C. Upadhyay 720-344-1448 (H), 720-299-8890 (C ) 
Assistant Priest:  Pundit N. D. Raghavendra 303-954-9274 (H), 720-308-8804 (C ) 

 

The HTCC Board of Trustees adopted a standard policy regarding performance of various religious and cultural 
ceremonies by either of the priests at the request of the Yajmans (sponsors). It is requested that the sponsors 
(Yajmans) donate the amount indicated below, or more, for specific ceremonies. Please pay the amount by a check 
made to Hindu Temple and give it to the priest who performed the ceremony. If you choose to pay cash, ask and 
get a proper receipt. The priest will give the money and copy of the receipt  to our Treasurer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* Group sponsorship encouraged. Up to 3 sponsors - share $101 donation. If more sponsors -  $31 each.  
** The amount should not be offset by any money offered by you or your friends and relatives on deities, in arati thali or as dakshina given to 
priest at blessing time. That money is for the priest and not the temple. The amounts suggested are for Denver and surrounding suburbs. Please 

pay following amounts separately to the priest to cover extra time for travel and mileage: $50 for Boulder, Brighton, Lafayette and Long-
mont; $100 for Colo. Springs and Fort Collins 

Ceremony Performed At Temple Off Site** 

Pujas   

Archana (108 names) of any one deity $21  

Arcana of any 5 Deities $51  

Arati of any one deity $21  

Arati of any 5 deities $101  

Sankata Haran Chaturthee $31  

Pradosh - Shiva Abhishekam* $101  

Sunday Puja of any deity and/or Havan with Prasad Bhoj  in the Temple $501  

Sunday Puja of any deity and/or Havan with Yajman providing Prasad Bhoj   $161  

Poornimma night Satya Narayana Puja, Prasad by Yajman $51  

Puja of any deity, Satya Narayana Katha, Havan $161 $211 

Chandeepath (Durga Saptshatee) during Navaratra, one day $201 $251 

Birthday Puja $161 $211 

Punyahvachan $161 $211 

Sanskaaras   

Namakaran or Annaprashan (Naming baby/First Solid Food) $161 $211 

Vidyaarambh (Schooling initiation) $101 $211 

Choodakaran (Mundan) $161 $211 

Yagyopaveet (Janaeu) - Thread Ceremony $261 $311 

Vivah (Wedding) $751 $601 

Seemantham $201 $251 

Last Rite (performed at cremation)  $211 

Shraadh and Pind Dan (at home)  $211 

Other Ceremonies   

Bhoomi Puja/Shilanyasa (for new building)  $251 

Grihapravesh/Vastu Puja (House warming)  $251 

Vaahan Aashirvaadam (blessing New Car) $25  
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Sri Krishna Janmashtami Celebration  
at  Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies 

8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd. Littleton, CO 80128 
303-948-9693 

 
Thursday, August 13, 2009          6:00 pm - 12:30 am  

 

Program      Time 

Gita Paath (Reading of Gita)   6:00 - 8:30 pm 

Cultural Program*     8:30 - 9:30 pm 

Stotra Paath      9:30 - 10:30 pm 

Kirtan/Bhajan*     10:30 - 11:58 pm 

Puja (Lord Krishna’s Birth)    11:58 - Midnight 

Archana      12:00  - 12:10 am 

Arati/Praarthana     12:10 - 12:30 am 

Prasadam      12:30 am 
 
* If interested in performing a dance and/or singing bhajan and keertan, 
  please call Madhu Mahajan at 303-278-9860 or Acharyaji at (303) 948-9693 

 
************************************** 

Ganesha Chaturthi Celebration 
Sponsored by Colorado Kannada Koota 

At Hindu Temple and Cultural Center of the Rockies 
8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, CO 80128 

 
Sunday August 23, 2009                9:30 am  - 2:30 pm 

 

Program     Time 

Ganesha Avahanam/Kalash Puja - Acharya ji 09:30  -  10:00 am 
Ganesha Abhishek * - Pandit ji   10:00 -   11:00 am 
Ganesh Puja & Astottara - Acharya ji  11:00  -  11:30 am 
Program/ Bhajans**    11:30  -  12:30 pm 
Arati  -  All     12:30  -  1:00 pm 
Prasadam*      1:00    -  2:00 pm 
Clean up      2:00   -   2:30 pm 
*   If interested in participating in the sponsored Abhishek, please call Rajesh Kaul at 970-
213-6538 (C ) 
** If you are interested in participating in the program or preparing the prasadam,  
contact  Prabhakara Rao at 303-979-4193 or PrabRao@comcast.net.  
 
Note: Colorado Asian Health Education and Promotion (CAHEP) will provide FREE 
Health Screening Tests from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at the Hindu Temple. 
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HTCC Board of Trustees and Officers 
 

Officers: 

President Mahesh Jha 303-526-0260 

Vice President - New Temple Narender Kumar 303-797-8029 

Vice President - Operations C. P. Mishra  303-973-7765 

Vice Prsident - Fund Raising Reva Nayar 303-690-4347 

Secretary Ram Vaithianathan 303-799-8157 

Treasurer Satish Kumar 303-973-4635 

 

Board of Trustees: 

Agarwal, Bipin 303-883-6198 Budhiraja, Arun 303-755-4805 

Jha, Mahesh 303-883-6198 Kumar, Narender 303-797-8029 

Kumar, Satish 303-973-4635 Mahajan, Madhur 303-278-9860 

Mishra, C. P. 303-973-7765 Morisetti, Hari 720-748-6217 

Nallapati, Srinivas 303-791-0481 Nanda, Ved 303-377-6438 

Nayar, Reva 303-690-4347 Patel, Paresh 303-693-0576 

Rao, Prabhakara 303-979-4193 Talanki, Sridhar 303-883-2403 

Vaithianathan, Ram 303-799-8157 Verma, Sudhir 720-323-7799  

 

********************************************** 

 

Hindu Temple Operational Committees 
 
If you have any comments or concerns, please contact the respective committee chairs. 

Committees Chair Telephone E-mail  

Advisory Council  Bipin Agarwal  303-883-6198 bipin_agarwal@hotmail .com 

Bylaws Ved Nanda 303-377-6438 nandas@earthlink.net  

Communications  Ram Vaithianathan 303-799-8157 jaya123@comcast .net  

Executive Mahesh Jha 303-526--260 jhaj i@q.com 

Finance Satish Kumar 303-973-4635 skwc@wt.net  

Fund Raising Reva Nayar  303-690-4347 amn116@hotmail .com 

Construction Narender Kumar 303-797-8029 nkumar@kumarusa.com 

Nomination Reva Nayar  303-690-4347 amn116@hotmail .com 

Operations  C. P. Mishra  303-973-7765 cpmishra@hotmail .com 

Web Site Srinivas Nallapati  303-791-0481 nallasri@yahoo.com 

Mandir Vani Prabhakara Rao 303-979-4193 PrabRao@comcast .net  
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Selected Ground Preparation Ceremony Photos (Cont’d) 
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Hindu Temple and Cultural     

Center of the Rockies      

8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd.       

Littleton, CO 80128  

303-948-9693 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Donation Appeal 
Please continue to show your support by making generous donations at the Temple or 
by mail (cut and enclose the coupon printed below) to : 8375 S. Wadsworth Blvd., 
Littleton, CO 80128. The contributions are tax deductible. The Tax ID Number for the 
Hindu Temple and Cultural Center is 84 -1301209 
  ————————————————————————————————————— 
 
Enclosed is a check for $ _______, my/our contribution for the New Hindu Temple and 
Cultural Center of the Rockies. 
 
Name: _________________________, Spouse Name: _______________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ________________________, E-mail: ______________________________ 

Non Profit Organization 
US Postage Paid 
Permit No 237 
Littleton, CO 


